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THE RETIREMENT EHNANCEMENT FUND
Effective June 1, 2008, the Retirement Enhancement Fund (REF) was officially started.  Those members working under a collective bargaining agreement requiring contributions to the REF now have accounts established in their name with Fidelity Investments.   Each month the Fund Office will collect employer contributions made throughout the month, reconcile the contributions paid, and send the money on to Fidelity for deposit into your individual account.    This means that your June work hours and contributions, which were received by the Fund Office in July, were reconciled in early August and the contributions were sent to Fidelity Investments for deposit into your account.  To find out more about Fidelity Investments, your account balances, or to select your investment options, you can call Fidelity Investments at 1-866-84-UNION (1-866-848-6466) on any business day between the hours of 7:00am and 11:00pm central time or, you can visit the Fidelity website anytime at fidelity.com/atwork .  
Under the Retirement Enhancement Fund, you may direct how your contributions are invested so if you have not already done so, please contact Fidelity, establish a personal identification number (pin) and make your investment selections from among the 21 available funds.  For those who do not make a selection from these 21 Funds, your contributions will be automatically invested in one of the Fidelity Freedom Funds.  The Freedom Funds are designed to allocate your employer contributions among stocks and bonds based on the year in which you will reach age 65.  For example, individuals turning 65 between the years of 2013 and 2017 will have their contributions automatically invested in the Fidelity Freedom Fund 2015 and those turning 65 between the years 2018 and 2022 will have their contributions invested in the Fidelity Freedom Fund 2020. 
With the start of the Retirement Enhancement Fund, now is a good time to remind you of the importance of ensuring that the Fund Office has your correct address, date of birth and social security number as this information is required to set up your Fidelity Account.  If you visit the Fidelity website at fidelity.com/atwork  and notice that any of your personal information is incorrect, please contact the Fund Office immediately at 708-579-6600 and we will assist you in getting your information corrected.
UPCOMING MEMBER ADVOCATE MEETINGS

The Fall schedule for the Member Advocate Meetings has been set.  Below are the dates for these meetings:

September 13th 

District 7 
Merrillville




September 20th

District 5
Utica




September 27th

District 8
Rock Island




October 11th

District 6
South Bend




October 18th

District 3
Lakemoor




October 25th

District 4
Rockford




November 8th

District 2
Joliet




November 15th 

District 1
Countryside

All dates are Saturdays.  The meetings will be held in the District halls and will begin at 9:00am.  So,  come and join us for a discussion on your benefits and to address any questions you may have.  Please save the date now.  You will receive an invitation to attend the meeting in your District about two weeks prior to the date.

Remember, you are welcome to attend any of these meetings so if you can not make the meeting set for your District, feel free to attend one of the other Districts.  We look forward to seeing you this Fall!
David S. Bodley
Administrative Manager
