FRINGE BENEFIT ARTICLE

APRIL  2010
EXPANDED HEARING TEST BENEFITS
In the past, the plan covered hearing exams under the routine exam benefit and the Family Supplemental Benefit.  Effective January 1, 2009 the plan will continue to cover routine hearing tests under your routine exam benefit and the Family Supplemental Benefit and in addition will now cover hearing exams under your medical benefits if the test is ordered by a medical doctor for an acute medical condition or when the test is related to a covered surgical procedure.  As always, to be covered, these hearing tests must be performed by a licensed audiologist.  Examples of an acute medical condition include otitis, myringitis, labrynthitis, Meniere’s Disease, and meningitis.  Examples of covered surgical procedures include the removal of cysts, tumors, polyps and neuromas in or near the ear.
NEW PROCEDURE FOR PICKING UP PRESCRIPTIONS AT THE MIDWEST BENEFIT PHARMACY
At the end of February 2010, new Federal Government reporting requirements and fines were put in place regarding members Protected Health Information (PHI).  The Fund Office has always taken every precaution to protect the PHI of our members.  For convenience the Pharmacy has allowed individuals to pick-up prescriptions for others. With the new Federal Government reporting requirements, the Fund Office could face stiff fines if this practice continues.  As a result effective immediately the Pharmacy will only release prescriptions to the patient, the patient’s spouse or the parent of a dependent patient under the age of 18.  If circumstances prevent you from picking up your prescriptions and you need someone other than your spouse to pick up your prescriptions, you will need to provide the Pharmacy with written authorization (in person or notarized) to release your prescriptions to a designated individual.  Another alternative is for you to complete a HIPAA Personal Representative Form and file it with the Fund Office.  
To obtain a HIPAA Personal Representative Form contact the Fund Office at 708-579-6600 or you can download one from the forms page on the website www.moefunds.com.  If you have already completed the HIPAA Personal Representative Form for your covered dependent over the age of 18 and have designated a PIN code you can continue to pick-up their prescription(s).  If you have any questions or need assistance in designating another individual to pick-up your prescriptions, please contact the Pharmacy at 708-579-6610.
SPRING 2010 MEMBER ADVOCATE MEETINGS
Julie Jelinek, the Fund’s Member Advocate, and Judy Kot, Pension Manager, are currently out visiting all of the Districts.  Below are the remaining dates for this spring.   You will receive an invitation in the mail approximately 10 days prior to the meeting in your District.  If you have any questions or want to learn more about your benefits, you should plan on attending the meeting in your District.  

District 5 – Utica – Saturday April 10th 

District 3 – Lakemoor – Saturday April 17th 

District 6 – Lakeville – Saturday April 24th
District 8 – Rock Island – Saturday May 8th
All meetings will begin promptly at 9:00am.  If you are unable to attend the meeting scheduled for your District, you are always welcome to attend any of the other meetings.  The schedule for fall meetings will be out soon. 

David S. Bodley
Administrative Manager
