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BENEFICIARY INFORMATION

Did you know that as an eligible member of the Health and Welfare Fund, Pension Fund and the Vacation Savings Plan your beneficiaries are entitled to certain benefits in the event of your death?  If you are aware of these benefits, do you know who your designated beneficiary is?  This is very important as the Fund Office is obligated, by the Plans, to pay these benefits to the beneficiary you have named in writing.  
All benefits will be paid based on the beneficiary information you have provided, in writing, to the Fund Office.  If the Fund Office has not received a Beneficiary Designation Form specifying a beneficiary, your benefits will be payable as follows:

· to your spouse if living or if not:

· in equal shares to your surviving children if any, or;
· to your surviving mother and father if any; or

· to any surviving siblings: or

· your estate

If you do not want your benefit distributed in this manner, you must designate a beneficiary in writing with the Fund Office.
All new members are provided with a Beneficiary Designation Form when they are first enrolled in any of the Funds.  These forms allow you to name a beneficiary or beneficiaries for your benefits in the event of your death.  For some benefits you can designate multiple beneficiaries.  If you do designate multiple beneficiaries, you can further decide what percentage of the benefit you would like each of the named beneficiaries to receive.  Remember, if the Fund Office has a beneficiary card on file we are obligated by the Plans to pay the individual listed (except as noted under Pension Benefits below) regardless of their current relationship to you. If your completed Beneficiary Designation Form, on file with the Fund Office, names your spouse as your beneficiary and you subsequently divorce, if you have not filed a new Beneficiary Designation Form with the Fund Office, we are legally required to pay your benefit to your ex-spouse. Is that what you want? It could be but if you have had a change in your life and you want your benefits to be assigned to a new spouse, a dependent child or children, or someone else, you must complete a new Beneficiary Designation Form with the Fund Office. 

HEALTH & WELFARE DEATH BENEFIT

As an active member of the Health and Welfare Fund your beneficiary is entitled to a Death Benefit in the unfortunate event of your death.   You may designate any person you wish as your beneficiary for this Benefit.  You may designate multiple beneficiaries and you can designate the percentage of the Death Benefit each beneficiary is to receive.

PENSION FUND DEATH BENEFITS
As an active participant in the Pension Fund, if you meet the requirements of the Plan, your beneficiary is entitled to receive a Pre-Retirement Death Benefit.  This benefit allows the Fund to pay out your accrued pension benefits, according to the rules of the plan to your beneficiary.  If you are married, this benefit must go to your legal spouse unless they have agreed, in writing, to waive their right to this benefit and the Fund Office has been notified of such waiver.  If you are single however, you can designate any person or persons as your beneficiary for this benefit.     
When you retire, you have many options to consider when choosing how you will receive your pension benefit.  If you are married and choose one of the Surviving Spouse benefit options, your spouse will automatically continue to receive benefits after your death in accordance with the option you selected.  If you are single, and have elected either the 5 or 10 year Certain and Life Annuity options, and you die before the end of the 5 or 10 year period, you can designate any individual or individuals to receive the balance of payments left on the guaranteed 5 or 10 years. 

Once you have retired and started receiving your pension benefit your beneficiary is entitled to receive a Post-Retirement Lump Sum Death Benefit (if you meet the requirements of the Plan) in the event of your death.  You can designate any individual or individuals you wish to receive this benefit.  As part of your retirement package, you will receive a form to name a beneficiary for this benefit.  You can change your beneficiary for this benefit at any time by notifying the Fund Office in writing.

VACATION SAVINGS

In the unfortunate event of your death, any Vacation Savings money accumulated on your behalf will be paid out to your named beneficiary.  As with most of the other benefits, you may designate any individual or individuals you wish to receive this benefit.  To be effective, your beneficiary designation must be filed in writing with the Fund Office.  There is a section at the bottom of the Beneficiary Designation Form that you can use to designate a beneficiary for your Vacation Savings.
As you can see, you may be entitled to benefits from the Health & Welfare Fund, Pension Fund and the Vacation Savings Plan in the unfortunate event of your death.  The Fund Office wants to send your benefits to the person or persons whom you have chosen.  Please take this time to review your designated beneficiaries.  If would like to update your beneficiary information, all you need to do is complete a new Beneficiary Designation Form.  These forms are available at your District Office, the Fund Office, or you can down load one from the Forms page on the Funds website at www.moefunds.com .  Simply fill out the form keep a copy for your records and send the original to the Fund Office at 6150 Joliet Road, Countryside IL, 60525. If you have any questions regarding your beneficiary designations, please call the Fund Office at 708-482-7300.

David S. Bodley
Administrative Manager
FRINGE BENEFIT FUND OFFICE – REGULAR HOURS 

The Fringe Benefit Fund Office is open Monday thru Friday from 8:00am to 5:00pm and on Saturday from 8:00am to noon.

The Midwest Benefit Pharmacy is open from 8:00am to 5:00pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.  On Thursday the Pharmacy is open from 8:00am until 7:30pm and on Saturday from 8:00am until noon. 

Holiday - In connection with the 4th of July Holiday, both the Fringe Benefit Fund Office and the Midwest Benefit Pharmacy will be closed Friday July 3rd through Sunday the 5th and will re-open Monday July 6th at 8:00am.

