FRINGE BENEFIT ARTICLE

December 2009
BEWARE OF POTENTIAL BENEFIT SCAMS

Unfortunately in the world in which we live, there are groups or individuals out there who would try to take advantage of our members by portraying themselves as agents of the Health and Welfare Fund.  Recently, there was a situation in which a group contacted some of our members, using diabetic testing supplies, and attempted to switch them away from the provider contracted with by the Health and Welfare Fund to an unauthorized provider.  The Fund Office quickly put a stop to this and contacted all of the individuals affected to make sure they continue to receive their diabetic testing supplies through the Fund’s contracted provider.  

As a reminder, any change to your benefits, including the contracted providers approved by the Health and Welfare Trustees, will be announced to you ahead of time.  All changes will be communicated to you directly by the Fund Office in writing on our letter head.  If you are contacted by an individual or group about a change to your benefits and you have not received notice from the Fund Office announcing this change, please contact the Fund Office immediately at 708-482-7300.  
RETIREE HEALTH & WELFARE COUPON BOOK

If you pay your Retiree Health & Welfare premium with a monthly coupon, this is to notify you that the coupon books for 2009 were mailed out in November.  If you did not receive the coupon book by this time, please notify the Pension Department immediately at 708-579-6640.    

WINTER/SPRING 2009 MEMBER ADVOCATE MEETINGS

The Fund’s Member Advocate will once again be out visiting all of the Districts this Winter/Spring.  We are currently in the process of scheduling meeting dates.  Once the schedule has been set you will be notified.  If you have any questions or want to learn more about your benefits, you should plan on attending the meeting in your District.

REMINDER:
The Fund Office and Pharmacy will be closed for the Christmas holiday beginning Friday December 25th and will re-open at 8:00am on Monday December 28, 2009.  The Fund Office and Pharmacy will also be closed for the New Year beginning Friday January 1, 2010 and will re-open at 8:00 am on Monday January 4, 2010.  So please plan on ordering your refills as early as possible as this is always a busy time of year for the Pharmacy.  
The Fund Office Administration and Staff wish you a safe and happy holiday season and a prosperous new year!
David S. Bodley

Administrative Manager

FRINGE BENEFIT FUND OFFICE – REGULAR HOURS 

The Fringe Benefit Fund Office is open Monday thru Friday from 8:00am to 5:00pm and on Saturday from 8:00am to noon.

The Midwest Benefit Pharmacy is open from 8:00am to 6:00pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.  On Thursday the Pharmacy is open from 8:00am until 7:30pm and on Saturday from 8:00am until noon. 

