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Incremental Nursing Charges
Standard hospital room and board charges have historically included the charge for nursing care. However, recently the Fund Office has received some hospital bills where the nursing charges have been broken out (unbundled) from the room and board charge.  The reason for this is that nurses, in some hospitals have begun to document all services performed. These charges are being entered as separate (unbundled) items on the hospital bill in addition to the standard room and board charge.  The Fund Office does not allow the incremental nursing charges to be unbundled from the room and board charge.  When the Fund Office receives a hospital bill with unbundled incremental nursing charges, these additional charges are denied.  These denied charges become the member’s responsibility.
As a health care consumer, you need to be aware of this issue if you require a hospital stay.  If you need in-patient hospital services, please check with the hospital to make sure the nursing care you will receive is included in their standard room and board charges.  In doing so you may be able to avoid charges for incremental nursing.  
PPO NETWORK NEWS

Two recent events have taken place that effect the Fund’s PPO network.

· Advocate Health Care has acquired Condell Medical Center (located in Libertyville, Illinois), effective December 1, 2008.  The new name of this hospital is Advocate Condell Medical Center.  Beginning with the December 1, 2008 acquisition date, the Advocate Condell Medical Center has returned to the Fund’s PPO network.  Members near Advocate Condell Medical Center facility can once again use this facility for services and receive all of the benefits and discounts associated with the Fund’s PPO network.
· For those members in Indiana, you may have heard or read about problems between the St. Francis Health System and Blue Cross Blue Shield of Indiana.  St. Francis Health System was considering termination of its contract with Blue Cross Blue Shield of Indiana thereby leaving the Fund’s PPO network.  At this time we can report the St. Francis Health System has resolved its issues with Blue Cross Blue Shield of Indiana and remains a part of the Fund’s PPO network with no disruption to our Indiana members.  
REMINDER:
The Fund Office and Pharmacy will be closed for the Christmas holiday beginning at 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday December 24, 2008 and will re-open at 8:00am on Monday December 29, 2008.  The Fund Office and Pharmacy will also be closed for the New Year beginning at 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday December 31, 2008 and will re-open at 8:00 am on Monday January 5, 2009.  The Fund Office Administration and Staff wish you a safe and happy holiday season and a prosperous new year!
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